Clostridioides (formerly Clostridium) difficile is the leading cause of healthcare-associated diarrhea in humans. Recently, the inci​dence of C. difficile infection (CDI) in humans has increased also in the community rising concern on potential sources of exposure outside of healthcare settings. C. difficile is often isolated in farm animals, especially in piglets but also in calves. To assess the risk of C. difficile transmission to human by cattle meat, in this study we investigated the presence of this pathogen in intestinal contents and carcass swabs from dairy cows at slaughter. One hundred cows from 75 farms located in 13 provinces of northern Italy were en​rolled in the survey. The rate of detection of toxigenic C. difficile in intestinal content was 1,0% (1/100). None of the carcass samples were positive for C. difficile. These data suggest that Italian dairy cows at slaughter are unlikely to be a major source of human CDI
