Recently the incidence of Clostridioides (formerly Clostridium) diffici​le infection (CDI) in humans has increased not only in healthcare fa​cility but also in the "community" raising concerns about a possible transmission of this pathogen by contaminated food. In this study, we investigated C. difficile presence in intestinal contents and carcasses swabs from randomly selected Italian heavy pigs (160-170 Kg live body weight) at slaughter. In a large slaughtering plan, 113 heavy pigs from 75 farms located in 16 provinces of northern Italy were sampled. The rate of detection of toxigenic C. difficile in intestinal content was 1.77% (2/113). The PCR ribotypes of the 2 strains isolated were RT 078 and RT 005. None of the carcass samples were positive. This low rate of intestinal carriage and the absence of carcass contamination in heavy pigs at slaughter suggests they are unlikely to be a major source of human CM

