Hepatitis E is an emerging threat in developed countries, where virus transmission is mostly foodborne and associated to consumption of raw or undercooked pork or game meat. Within the project 'HEV: One Health approach for risk assessment' (CCM2016) a nationwide surveillance was carried on with the aim to define HEV prevalence and viral loads in different food categories. A total of 647 food samples, including 169 pork meat products, 97 leafy vegetables, 177 bivalve shellfish, 137 raw milk, and 67 samples belonging to other food types, were collected and analyzed by real-time RT(q)PCR. Eight samples were positive for HEV (6 pork meat products containing liver, 1 pork meat products not containing liver, and 1 shellfish sample). Viral loads ranged from <LOQ to 880 genome copies/g. HEV estimated prevalences was, for foods as whole, 1.24% (C.I.95%: 0.58-2.47%) with the highest value in a food category recorded in pork meat products containing liver (prevalence 8.0%; C.I.95%: 3.41-16.68%)
