Given the recent increase in registered cases, Hepatitis E virus (HEV) has been recently classified as an emerging foodborne zoonotic virus in Europe. This study aimed to assess the diffusion of HEV in different food categories considered at risk (pork meat, fresh produce, shellfish, raw cow milk). A total of 198 retail samples, collected in different regions in Northern Italy, were analyzed with One-Step RI Real-Time PCR to evaluate the presence of HEV. Only one pork fresh minced meat sample collected in a retail store, resulted positive among all the analyzed food samples. Our findings confirm the role of pork meat (as being the domestic and wild pig the natural reservoir of HEV), and the importance of controls along the whole production and distribution chain
