This work reports on 18 outbreaks of avian botulism in wild and domestic waterfowl, that occurred in the Po river val​ley (Emilia Romagna, Northern Italy), from 2012 to 2019. Botulism is an intoxication caused by botulinum neurotoxins, which causes a severe flaccid paralysis and death in mammals and birds (1]. Case series: From 2012 to 2019 the laboratories of Bologna, Ferrara and Modena of the Experimental Zooprophylactic Institute diagnosed 18 outbreaks of botulism, equally distributed between domestic and wild waterfowl. The laboratory methods included the detection of the botulinum neurotoxin from serum by mouse test bioassay and/or the detection of botulinum toxin-producing clostridia in intestinal content by RealTime PCR [2]. The bird species involved were: ducks (Anas platyrhynchos domes​ticus), mallards (Anas platyrhynchos) in 6 outbreaks each, swans (Cygnus cygnus) in 3 outbreaks, Muscovy ducks (Cairina moschata), Eurasian teals (Anas crecca), moorhens (Gallinula chlor​opus) and egrets (Egretta garzetta) in 1 outbreak each, and one outbreak involving both mallards and egrets. The total number of animals involved is not available, particularly for wild birds. For domestic animals, the anamnestic information reported by the owners always included neurological signs of many animals in a short time period. Necropsy always showed non-specific lesions: edema of the subcutaneous tissue, pulmonary congestion, and poor blood coagulation. Botulinum neurotoxin was demonstrated in serum and clostridia-producing botulinum toxin type C and, only rarely, type CD, were detected in intestinal content by RealTime PCR [2].     Conclusion: Botulism is not a frequent disease but causes
great losses among waterfowl populations. It is highly underestimated both in domestic and in wild animals. Often botulinum toxin-producing clostridia grow on the bottom of lakes and ponds making sanitation difficult for the domestic environment and impossible for wetlands so widespread in the Po Valley. Most outbreaks have been detected during summer months, when water temperatures are higher. The climate changes we are wit​nessing could lead to an increase in cases of botulism
