Rabbit hemorrhagic disease virus (RHDV) and European brown hare syndrome (EBHS) virus belong to the genus Lagovirus, Caliciviridae family. They both emerged in the 1980s causing a lethal necrotizing hepatitis in adult European rabbit and brown hare respectively. RHD is a highly contagious disease diffused in all the continents where European rabbit is present, whereas EBHS is present only in Europe. A phylogenetically and antigenically distinct virus, Rabbit hemorrhagic disease virus type 2, emerged in 2010 in Europe causing a new devastating epidemic in wild and domestic rabbits both immunonaive and immune to RHDV, and affecting also some hare species. It is not clear whether RHDVs originated from a genetically related nonpathogenic rabbit calicivirus or by species jumps of a calicivirus from other species 
