The antimicrobial use (AMU) is a crucial issue in the development and spreading of antimicrobial resistance. From 2016 to 2018 the AMU of thirty pig farms (2 farrowing, 4 farrowing-weaning, 1 weaning, 20 fattening and 3 farrow-to-fi nish) in Emilia Romagna (Italy) was calculated. Regional guidelines on prudent AMU and informative materials about management of infectious diseases, were distributed and discussed with the farmers and their veterinarians at the start of the project and during yearly meetings. AMU was calculated as number of DDDAit (Defi ned Daily Doses Animal for Italy) and yearly reports were distributed and discussed. During the study, overall AMU decreased in weaners (-42.4%), sows (-52.7%) and fatteners (-40.9%), while an increase was reported in piglets (+9.9%). Referring to HPCIAs (WHO’s Highest Priority Critically Important Antimicrobials), a reduction was recorded in all the categories: fatteners (-92.9%), weaners (-92.2%), sows (-57.4%) and piglets (-22.8%) with a decline in colistin consumption that reached a -98.7 % 244 in weaners. This study highlights the relevance that education activities on antimicrobials administration and disease prevention and management may have on overall and HPCIAs AMU in Italian pig farms. Nevertheless, the ban of the use of colistin in association with other antimicrobials, intervened during the fi rst year of the project, could had also an impact on HPCIA and AMU reduction 
