Objectives The present work describes the identification in Piacenza province (northern Italy) of a gold​en jackal (Canis aureus), a species not yet recorded in this area and reports the investiga​tions carried out on its carcass, according to the regional wildlife control plan and to the recommendations of a group of experts. Methods The canid was found dead close to the state highway in Bobbio district (44°46’56.9’’N, 9°24’14.6’’E) in August 2021 by a group of volunteers of the Piacenza Wildlife Rescue. The carcass was delivered to IZSLER diagnostic section of Piacenza and submitted to necropsy. Several samples were collected for diagnostic investigations.  Results The phenotypic features analyzed during necropsy matched up with those of golden jackal. It was a young male (aged about 18 months) and the main findings recorded were trau​matic lesions, attributable to a collision with a vehicle, and a hemorrhagic aspect of internal organs. Laboratory analysis detected the presence of Canine Parvovirus type 2 and gave negative results for rabies virus, canine distemper virus, Leishmania infantum, Leptospira spp., Echinococcus granulosus and multilocularis, Tenia spp., Trichinella spp. and mange mites. Furthermore, considering the hemorrhagic findings, we carried out toxicological tests for the detection of anticoagulants, revealing the presence of brodifacoum, bromadiolone and difethialone, three common rodenticides.  Conclusions  This first description of investigations carried out on a golden jackal in Piacenza Province, underlines the importance of wildlife surveillance, both from health and ecological points of view, and of the collaboration among different competences 
