A 5.0y lactation longevity against the recorded 2.5y has been recently proposed as main sustainability goal in dairy cow farming. Mortality records from different districts of Lombardy (Italy) in 2018 have been analysed via multivariate analysis, to highlight dairy animal welfare-linked sustainability risk factors. Po plain territory with its summer death rate explains 78% of observed variability, while the mountain district is clearly in contrast. Results are discussed in light to link animal welfare with the overall sustainability assessment, as requested by the new EU Common Agriculture Policy, via eco-schemes and green architecture approaches 
