Francisella tularensis is a highly infectious Gram-negative coccobacillus, pleomorphic non-motile, fastidious bacteria. Here we describe the case of a man with a diagnosis of pneumonia at the time of discharge. The culture exam identified a gram-negative coccobacillus, characterized through end-point PCR as F. subsp. novicida. The isolate was of particular interest as it represents the first case of F. t. subsp. novicida in human in Italy, escaping the screening Real-Time PCR for several mutation in the 23KDa gene 
