Ochratoxin A (OTA) is the most prevalent and toxic of the ochratoxins, a group of secondary metabolites produced by Aspergillus and Penicillum fungi. OTA has been classified by the IARC in Group 28 (possible carcinogen to humans) because of its genotoxic potential. In the European Union, guidance limits for OTA are set fora number of foods, but not far milk or dairy products. This study investigates the presence of OTA in 84 cheese samples collected in Emilia-Romagna region (ltaly). The chemical analysis has been performed by LC-MS/MS after immunoaffinity columns sample clean-up; LOQ was 1 f.lg/kg. Fifty one out of 84 samples were ready-to-use hard grated cheeses that have been shown to be the products with the higher risk of OTA contamination. OTA was detected in seven samples of grated hard cheese (13.7%). OTA occurrence ranges from 1.3 to 22.4 IJg/kg. This finding shows that a fairly high contamination by OTA is possible in this food category. As the detection of OTA in milk occurs infrequently   and at low levels, the presence of OTA in cheese may origin from the growth of environmental ochratoxigenic moulds on cheese surfaces during ripening and it may be associated with the cheese derived from the gratinq of the rind. To understand if the consumption of OTA contaminated grated hard cheese could pose a risk far human health, it has been performed a risk assessment using the EFSA 'Rapid Assessment of Contaminant Exposure' (RACE tool) focused on the Italian population. The assessment considered the highest, the median and the lowest concentration of detected OTA, Foodex2 ltem L5 'Extra hard cheese (parmesan, grana type)', whole population and consumers only group. The margin of exposure (MOE) was the assessed output. OTA exposure deriving from the consumption of grated hard cheese contaminated with 22.4 f.Jg/kg (highest value) suggests a possible health concern for all population groups, while OTA contamination of 5 IJg/kg (median) shows possible health risks for infants, toddlers, children and far all other population groups high consumers. OTA concentration of 1.3 f.lg/kg (lowest) results in MOEs higher than 10000 for all population groups except for cheese high consumption in children  
