Aim: European Union is the second worldwide producer of pig meat after China and the biggest exporter worldwide. Due to the importance of production for economy and public health,, its whole food chain is strictly monitored to guarantee highly safe food. Salmonella spp. is a main cause of foodborne outbreaks, while hepatitis E virus (HEV) is an emerging zoonotic foodborne pathogen, whose role need to be still defined. Pigs are reservoirs of both. Methods: The European Joint Programme “Biosecurity practices for pig farming across Europe (BIOPIGEE)”, evaluated the presence of Salmonella spp. and HEV in pig farms over EU countries. In Italy, 47 pig farms were investigated, including 22 finishing, 18 breeding, and 7 farrow-to-finish farms, by collecting a total of 958 pooled fecal samples. Results: Salmonella spp. was detected in 14/47 (29.8%) farms, while HEV was detected in 16/47 (34.0%) farms. The highest Salmonella spp. prevalence was in breeding farms (8/18 farms positive, mean individual prevalence 14.4% per farm), while for HEV was in finishing farms (9/22 farms positive, mean individual prevalence 53.9% per farm) by testing animals aged 3-4 months. Conclusions: The main source of contamination of pigs is represented by the farming stage, probably due to the environmental contamination. Subsequently the monitoring of pigs at farm and the implementation of biosecurity measures remains critical to reduce the risk of slaughtering infected animals 
