The West Nile virus (WNV) cycle involves mainly birds and mosquitoes, but WNV may spill over to humans. In the Emilia-Romagna region, Italy, a WNV integrated surveillance program is carried out. We assessed the ability of the component related to the active testing of corvids to detect WNV before the notification of the first human case of disease. In the period 2013-2021, 17,709 corvids were tested by PCR for WNV, with 529 (3.0%) testing positive for infection. In the same period there were 312 notifications of human cases. West Nile Virus was detected in 62 out of the 81 seasons evaluated. West Nile Virus was notified in birds 58 times (93.5%), and 44 times (71.0%) in humans. West Nile Virus was notified first in birds in 48 seasons (77.4%). Testing at least 5 birds per 100 km2 appears sufficient to give good sensitivity to the system, but for early detection birds must be collected between mid-June and mid-August 
