This study compared proven, streamlined, and standardized methods to assess surface-related lung lesions in slaughter pigs in real-world settings. The research involved benchmarking two distinct scoring systems (Madec and Blaha) on 637 plucks in an Italian high-throughput abattoir. When severe or moderate lesions were present, statistical analysis revealed a good similarity, but when it came to correctly classifying minor injuries, the two approaches' abilities deviated significantly. This study demonstrates that the Madec approach can provide more accurate and detailed data for the respiratory and welfare status of the animals at the farm level, whereas the Blaha method is better appropriate for routine surveillance of respiratory disorders 
