ClassyFarm is the new IT system of the Italian Ministry of Health for the collection, management and exchange of data on livestock production in Italy. The strength of the system is its interoperability, which allows easy interchange of data among public veterinary services, farmers, farm   veterinarians   and   accredited   certifying bodies (e.g. for labelling). Animal welfare is one of the focus area of the ClassyFarm system.  In ClassyFarm, on-farm animal welfare is assessed using species-specific protocols set up by the Italian Reference Centre for Animal Welfare. The ClassyFarm protocol for dairy cows in loose housing system includes indicators (AWI) for both lactating and non-lactating animals, including 9 AWIs referred to calves (0–180 days old). The goal of the present study was to provide an overview of the calf rearing conditions in Italian dairy farms by analyzing the AWIs present in the ClassyFarm protocol and their trend over the 3-year period 2020–2022. The 9 AWIs referred to calves were daily inspections, colostrum   management, feeding   management, cleanliness of the pens, bedding material for new-born calves, space availability for calves in single pen, possibility for calves in single pens to see and touch each other, space availability for calves in group pen and calf annual mortality rate. Using the ClassyFarm system, 1.062 dairy farm were assessed in 2020, 4.233 in 2021 and 4.027 in 2022, considering the whole country. Around 58.5% of the assessed farms showed an optimal condition for the AWIs ‘colostrum management’, ‘cleanliness of the pens’ and ‘space availability for calves in group pen’. For these AWIs, around 41% of the farms showed a good condition and 0.5% a poor rearing condition. The 46% of the farms showed an optimal level of the AWI ‘space availability for calves in single pen’, while the 53.7% was found good and the 0.3% was found poor. Concerning ‘feeding management’ and ‘number of daily inspections’, the 72.7% of the farms showed a good level, the 27% an excellent level and the 0.3% a poor level. The 99.5% of the farms provided adequate bedding material for new born calves and the 98.7% permitted contact among calves in single pens. The annual mortality rate was under 4% in the 47.0% of the farms, between 4% and 10% in the 37.5% of the farms and over 10% in the 15.5% of the farms. No differences or trends in calf rearing conditions were seen among the considered 3-year period
