Approximately 75% of the causative aetiological agents of disease reported in humans over the past 30 years are zoonotic agents that originated in animals, especially wildlife. This implies the occurrence of spillover events for which direct or indirect contact between humans and animals is essential and the subsequent efficient interspecific transmission necessary for the spread of disease in the human population. All these events are influenced by the interplay of complex and still poorly understood mechanisms. Although human-animal contact has existed for thousands of years, it is only in recent decades that various anthropogenic factors such as loss of biodiversity, human and agricultural intensification and increased movement of humans, animals and their products have led to an increase in human-animal interactions and thus to a potential increase in the risk of emergence and spread of new zoonotic agents. These factors can precipitate the emergence of new diseases, as they allow infectious agents to evolve in new ecological niches, to reach and adapt to new hosts and to spread more easily among new hosts. Consequently, the impact of an emerging disease is difficult to predict but could be significant, as humans may have little or no natural immunity to the disease. This report will describe both the general aspects of zoonotic spillover and the main factors involved such as inter-species interactions, phylogenetic distances between host species, environment and specific characteristics of pathogens, humans and animals. In particular, reference will be made to respiratory viruses, influenza A viruses and coronaviruses, which in recent years have been responsible for emerging zoonoses with epidem​ic and pandemic spread. Aspects of antigenic variability, characteristics and specific affinities between viral proteins and cellular receptors will also be explored, using as examples some subtypes of influenza A viruses involved in pathological processes in humans and the SARS- and MERS-like beta-coronaviruses identified in wildlife 
