Tularemia is a zoonotic disease caused by Francisella tularensis, a small, pleomorphic, facultative intracellular microorganism. In Europe, infections are caused by Francisella tularensis subspecies holarctica isolated from both humans and animals, mainly lagomorphs and rodents. Here we describe a case of tularemia caused by F. tularensis subsp. holarctica in a female 20-year-old gibbon held in a zoo in southern Italy. The animal, who lived with a male gibbon and their baby on an island in the middle of a small lake, was found dead without showing clinical signs. The typical lesions in the liver found during the necropsy gave rise to the suspicion. The identification of F. tularensis subsp. holarctica has been carried out by isolation, PCR and confirmed by Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS). To date, no other cases have been reported in the zoo and further investigations are ongoing to identify the source of the infection. 

