In the European Union, Tuberculosis is slowly decreasing thank to the eradication campaign. However, companion animals represent a public health risk as a reservoir for infection. From 2000 to 2022, 267 sample from dogs, cats, ferrets, birds, rabbits and turtles were analysed at the Italian National Reference Centre for Bovine Tuberculosis at IZSLER, using microbiological and molecular methods. Overall, 73 samples (37%) tested positive, of which 45 (62%) were positive for Mycobacterium Avium complex, 8 (11%) for Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex, and 20 (27%) for Mycobacterium Other Than Tuberculosis; approximately two-third of the positive subjects were infected with mycobacteria relevant to veterinary medicine. Additionally, 8 animals (2 dogs and 6 cats) were infected with mycobacteria that can also infect humans. Institutions should promote studies on tuberculosis in companion animals and implement greater control to prevent the spread of disease   
