Equine sarcoid represents the most common skin tumor in horses and the association between genetic factors and bovine papillomaviruses (BPVs 1, 2 and 13) seems to be cause of tumor development. PCR-based methods are the most used for detecting viral DNA in tissue and droplet digital PCR (ddPCR) has been recently proposed as sensitive technique for quantifying viral DNA. Aim of the study was to assess BPV1, 2 and 13 DNA in equine sarcoids through ddPCR and real time PCR. DNA extracted from 64 samples of equine sarcoids were submitted to real-time PCR and ddPCR, using specifically developed assays. Both methods showed overlapping results: 35 lesions were positive for BPV1 and 4 for BPV2 DNA. Also, 10 out of 64 samples showed copresence of both BPV1 and BPV2 DNA. All samples resulted negative for BPV13. Preliminary results obtained suggested that sarcoids from Italian horses are most often caused by BPV 1, therefore suggesting a low occurrence of BPV13  
