Aeromonas (A.) bacteria are widespread in aquatic environments, and some species are considered emerging pathogens. In this study, the presence of A. and virulence genes, particularly Shiga-like toxin (Stx-1), was evaluated in shellfish and poultry meat. A. isolates were identified using MALDI-TOF and confirmed by gyrB gene PCR, while virulence genes were identified using PCR end-point. The most frequently isolated species were A. salmonicida masoucida in shellfish and A. veronii in poultry meat. Approximately 70% of the food samples tested positive for A., with around 85% of the strains carrying at least one gene, including stx-1, indicating a potential risk to public health. The results highlight the need for A. isolation methods in food analysis protocols and provide a basis for epidemiological investigations related to human infections  
