The Italian National Centre for Animal Welfare (CReNBA) has developed a protocol for the assessment of welfare in farmed animals (ruminants, pigs, poultry, rabbits), following the results of the European Welfare Quality Project and scientific opinions provided by EFSA (Check lists based on risk assessment). In European Union and National level there are currently no specific rules for sheep and particularly for goat’s welfare; for these specie welfare indicators were based on the available scientific literature, on the European legislation (Council Directive98/58/EC) and its Italian transposition (Legislative Decree 26 March 2001, n. 146), on the AWIN welfare assessment protocols for goats and for sheep and on an expert knowledge elicitation (Anzuino et al., 2010; Bertocchi et al., 2018; Mattiello et al., 2015; Muri et al., 2013). Another strong points of Classyfarm protocols are the items for the detection of observations on the animals, direct consequences of management and structures and equipment. 

Classyfarm system (https://www.classyfarm.it/) for welfare assessment in sheep and goats is characterized by two different check lists: only one protocol for official control in sheep and goat farms, for all types of farming; the check list includes 38 total items, nine items regard ABMs (animal-based measures) and one biosafety. The judgement for each item is expressed considering all risk factors and can produce sanctions and prescription as corrective action. 

Two different check lists for goats and sheep are used for self-control assessment and are applicable on dairy sheep and goat farms. There are 64/63 total items respectively for the two species; in addiction there are 15 items regarding biosafety. 

The check lists also include parameters divided into the following areas “Area A: farm management and staff training” “Area B: housing” “Area C: animal-based measures”, “Area D: major risks and alarm system”. For each indicator, the evaluator assigns a score based on a 2 or 3-point scale scoring system, where 1 indicated an insufficient status or high level of risk, 2 and 3 indicated respectively an acceptable and excellent status of the indicator, i.e., a low level of risk. Most of the items are the same for the two species, but there are some differences due to different ethological characteristics. For example, for goats the presence of environmental enrichments (such as stones, branches, trunk) is considered, because this makes the environment less monotonous, and responds to the ethological needs of a curious, active, and hierarchical animal like the goat. 

The system can be applied to different types of farming, from intensive to extensive, and allows to carry out a risk assessment applied to animal welfare on farms. 

However, only a good preparation and knowledge of each species allow to apply correctly the checklists respecting the purpose of the evaluation system. Studying the manual and attending theoretical and practical training courses are essential tools for correct application of the check list
